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SUBJECT: MEETING OE ERENCH /SPANISH MINISTER OE INTERIOR 

1 . ON JANUARY 17TH, DURING THE COURSE OF A TWO DAY WEEKEND STAY 
AT HIS COUNTRY HOME IN LE ROURET (A.M.), MINISTER OF INTERIOR 
MICHEL PONIATOWSKI MET WITH SPANISH VICE PRESIDENT/MINISTER OF 
INTERIOR FRAGA IRIBARNE. 

2. THE AETERNOON MEETING, HELD AT THE NICE PREEECTURE, LASTED EOR 
ONE HOUR. IN A PUBLIC STATEMENT AT THE NICE AIRPORT PRIOR TO HIS 
RETURN TO PARIS, PONIATOWSKI SAID, THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT 
PRESENTLY IN THE PROCESS OF CARRYING OUT A PROJECT OF REFORM 
AND OF PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATIC LIBERALIZATION WHICH SHOULD BE 
FOLLOWED WITH ATTENTION, INTEREST, AND SYMPATHY. TOGETHER WITH 
MR. IRIBARNE, I HAVE STUDIED CERTAIN PROBLEMS WHICH CONFRONT BOTH 
OF OUR COUNTRIES AND ALSO DIRECTLY CONCERN OUR MINISTRIES. 

3. PONIATOWSKI REFUSED TO CONFIRM IF, AMONG THE SUBJECTS DISCUSSED, 
WERE THE BASQUE PROBLEM AND/OR THAT OF SPANISH REPUBLICAN REFUGEES. 
IN ADDITION, HE REFUSED TO STATE WHETHER THIS MEETING WAS A PRELUDE 
TO A MEETING OF THE FRENCH AND SPANISH CHIEFS OF STATE EITHER IN 
MADRID OR IN PARIS. HE ADDED THAT HIS MEETING WITH MR. IRIBARNE 
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HIS SPANISH COLEAGUE. HE ADDED THAT THESE CONTACTS COULD NOT HELP 
BE EACILITATED BY THE ADOPTION OP THE PROJECT OF 
CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION BY THE CORTES ON JANUARY 28, 1976. 

4. COMMENT - GIVEN THE FACT THAT THE MINSTERS MEETING WAS SO 
BRIEF AND THAT PONIATOWSKI DID NOT EVEN OPFER LUNCH TO IRIBARNE, 

IT IS ASSUMED THAT THE PROBLEMS AND QUESTIONS RAISED BY PONIATOWSKI 
WERE DIRECT AND TO THE POINT. 

MURPHY 
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